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34° Publications of the 

Survey of the Mount Hamilton Reservation. 

By the kindness of the authorities of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, and especially of Mr. Henry Gannett, Chief of the 
Bureau of Topography, arrangements have been made for a 
survey of Mount Hamilton and vicinity. The work began in 
early September, and will be pushed to completion without 
interruption. 

SONYA KOVALEVSKY.* 

Sonya Kovalevsky, the daughter of a Russian nobleman, 
was born in 1850, and died in 1891. During her short life she 
was, in turn, the carefully guarded child of aristocratic parents, 
the "nihilistic wife" of a frowzy student, a student herself at 
the universities of Heidelberg and Berlin, a Doctor of Philosophy, 
with honors in mathematics, a privat docent, and, finally, a full 
professor of mathematics at the University of Stockholm. More- 
over, she was the author of novels and plays which, by them- 
selves, would have given her a high rank ; and, finally, she was 
the heroine of dramas played out by her own passions in her 
own heart, and each of these dramas was in its way a master- 
work. 

The book under review is a remarkable one in each of three 
respects, and it is interesting in a hundred others. In the first 
place, it gives the most vivid picture possible of the interior of 
one of those Russian homes of the gentry which Turgeneff and 
Tolstoi have painted — but no better. And it gives a lifelike 
image of the wave of aspiration, discontent, effort, which swept 
over young Russia in the years 1 860-1 870. The birth of the 
new woman of Russia is there recounted. In the second place, 
we have the history of the rise of a mathematical talent of a 
very high order. Sonya Kovalevsky' s name will be ranked 
along with the few women mathematicians — Maria Agnesi, 
etc. Her talent came by descent from one of her maternal 
grandfathers. And, finally, her literary and dramatic successes 
are the record of a most remarkable life spent — and vainly 
spent — in la chasse au bonheur. Her happiness was wrecked on 
the rocks of a prodigious self-will. 

With all these adventures and successes, her life was a melan- 
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choly failure, and she knew it to be such. Even her scientific 
achievements were but the masterly working out of ideas derived 
from her teachers. It is difficult to conceive how she could have 
been more cruel and unregardful of her parents and of her child. 
Her intense passionate desire was for two things which Balzac 
strove for all his laborious years — to be famous, and to be loved. 
She attained both, as he did, to the uttermost. But her life 
ended, as it began, in wretchedness ; while his was nobly satisfied. 
The man had cast out selfhood ; the woman fastened the demon 
of self-will in her very vitals. 

This melancholy book, by a woman of genius, about her own 
development, is a document of precious value in the new ques- 
tions which arise to-day. There is nothing new in the solution, 
but the experiment was made on noble material, with many noble 
aspirations, and its utter failure is all the more signal for this 
reason. — Overland Monthly, October, 1S95. 

A New Star in Carina. 

From an examination of the Draper Memorial photographs, 
taken at the Arequipa Station of the observatory, Mrs. Fleming 
has discovered that a new star appeared in the constellation 
Carina in the spring of 1895. A photograph, B 13027, taken 
on April 14, 1895, with an exposure of sixty minutes, shows a 
peculiar spectrum, in which the hydrogen lines, fffi, Hy, Hh, He, 
and lit,, are bright, and the last four of these are accompanied by 
dark lines of slightly shorter wave-length. A conspicuous dark 
line also appears about midway between Hy and Hh. A com- 
parison of the spectrum of this star with that of Nova Auriga 
and Nova Norince shows that all three closely resemble each 
other, and are apparently identical in their essential features. 
Another photograph, taken on June 15th, with an exposure of 
sixty minutes, shows a change in the spectrum of this object. 
The hydrogen lines, Iffi, Hy, and ff&, are still bright, although 
the continuous spectrum is very faint. Another line, whose 
wave-length is about 4700, is here as bright as the hydrogen 
lines. On the photograph taken on April 14th it is barely 
visible. 

An examination was next made of all the photographs of 
the region containing this star. On sixty-two plates, the first 
taken on May 17, 1889, and the last on March 5, 1895, no trace 



